Congestive heart failure and the role of two-dimensional Doppler echocardiography: a primer for cardiac sonographers.
Congestive heart failure (CHF) has been an increasing cause of hospitalization, particularly among the elderly population, although the clinical presentation may vary in the individual patient. Two-dimensional and pulsed Doppler echocardiography can be valuable diagnostic methods for the assessment of afflicted patients and can have an impact on patient outcome. The unique advantage of echocardiographic techniques is their ability to characterize left ventricular systolic performance and diastolic filling abnormalities that are commonly present in patients with CHF. This review provides current information the cardiac sonographer can recognize in the assessment of patients with CHF.